Sudden infant death syndrome: a cybernetic etiology.
The brain's processes, by hypothesis, involve information processing by an extraordinarily complex, highly sophisticated, self-organizing cybernetic system embedded in the central nervous system. This cybernetic system generates itself in successive stages. Breathing is, by default, an autonomous function, but breath control is learned. If there is not a smooth transfer of function at the time when a successor system (one that enables autonomous breathing to be overridden by voluntary control) takes over, breathing may cease, without any overt cause being detectable, even with a thorough postmortem examination. If conditions are such that, at that point, the infant's body lacks the strength to resume breathing again under autonomic control, Sudden Infant Death Syndrome may result. The theory explains why infants are at greater risk if they sleep face down.